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A Retrospective Exhibition 
 
This exhibition coincides with the publication of Garry Kennard’s book, ‘Essays and Images’ 
which will be launched at the exhibition private view. 
 
11 January — 26 January 2013 
Private View Thursday 10 January 6-9pm 
GV Art Gallery, 49 Chiltern Street, Marylebone, London, W1U 6LY 
 
 

 

 
Self portrait - red background, acrylic on board 65 x 54, 1998 

 
 
The exhibition includes variations on classical themes such as still life, seascapes, portraits, the icon and 
the Pietà. It includes the first full showing of Kennard’s multi-portrait project ‘The Holloway Icons’. 
 
Edited extracts from the preface of ‘Essays and Images’ by the distinguished science writer Rita Carter: 
 
‘Garry Kennard recognised very early on that neuroscience could contribute to our knowledge of how it 
is to be human. The advent of neuro-imaging techniques resonated with his ambition to discover how 
works of art affect our emotions, thoughts and memories. This led him to establish the Art and Mind 
festivals. These were the first events to bring artists and scientists together in an attempt to find some 
common language in which to convey their complementary views of the mind. Art and Mind (in 
collaboration with GV Art) has since evolved into a forum for artists and scientists who continue to try to 
forge common ground. 
 
Kennard’s own work continues with a series of paintings which provoke profound questions about our 
place in the world. He has also produced a set of essays and what he describes as the beginnings of a 
new and original kind of autobiography. Rather than providing a straightforward account of his life, 
Kennard’s autobiographical writings describe certain experiences and his speculations on what they 
show about how our brains operate in daily life. 
 
Kennard’s paintings, as paintings should, speak for themselves. He has, however, written that he sees all 
his images in the tradition of icons - objects of contemplation. These ‘secular icons’, as he terms them, 
combine near photo-realism with abstraction. The idea, according to Kennard, is that the viewer is forced 
to switch from one mode of perception to another, experiencing a double-take which gives the paintings 
a mysterious and sometimes disconcerting impact’. 



 
Biographical details 
Garry Kennard was born in London in 1948. In the sixties and seventies he exhibited in London galleries 
and studied print making and printing. For ten years he lived in France, where he ran his own gallery. He 
has exhibited his work in London, Oxford, Cambridge, Winchester and at Petworth House as artist in 
residence at the 2009 Petworth Festival. His paintings are in many private collections in UK, France and 
the United States, and in the collection of Clare Hall, Cambridge University. 
 
He is the founding director of the unique Art and Mind Festival (www.artandmind.org) which has 
attracted leading artists and scientists to explore what light the brain sciences can throw on 
contemporary culture. He now co-hosts, with Robert Devcic of GV Art, the Art and Mind Symposia. 
 
Garry Kennard has an interest in mountaineering and has climbed in the Alps and Africa as well as 
leading his own expeditions to the Nepalese Himalayas. His latest expedition was in 2010. He returned 
to Nepal for his third attempt to climb an unclimbed 6,640m mountain. He failed again. 
 
Garry Kennard’s website is at www.garrykennard.com 
 
For press enquiries and images contact:  
GV Art on T : 020 8408 9800 | E :  media@gvart.co.uk  
 
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS
 

: 

GV Art is a contemporary art gallery which aims to explore and acknowledge the inter-relationship 
between art and science, and how the areas cross over and inform one another. The gallery produces 
exhibitions and events that create a dialogue focused on how modern man interprets and understands 
the advances in both areas and how an overlap in the technological and the creative, the medical and 
the historical are paving the way for new aesthetic sensibilities to develop.  

 
 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION   GALLERY OPENING HOURS 
GV Art, 49 Chiltern Street   Tuesday to Friday 11am – 6pm, 
London W1U 6LY    Saturdays 11am – 4pm 
nearest tube Baker Street   or by appointment. 
T : 020 8408 9800   Admission Free 
E : info@gvart.co.uk  
W : www.gvart.co.uk 
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Holloway Icon: Barbak Fletcher-Pamphilon 
oil and acrylic on canvas, 51 x 41, 2011 

 
 

 
 

Sea with stony beach 
oil and acrylic on canvas, 102 x 76, 2009 

 
 

 
 

Large New River Islington and Infinity 
oil and acrylic on canvas, 120 x 80, 2011 

 

 
 

Fruit face and night snow 
oil on canvas, 100 x 81, 2001 

 

 


